
 
 

  
 A warm welcome to 2009 to all Roots & Shoots friends! I hope 
that you had a peaceful and relaxing holiday season. Change is in 
the air  and at times it seemed as though 2009 had already began at 
the end of 2008. The end of 2008 saw many dramatic changes in the 
li ves of people all over the world. Financial troubles and collapse of 
worldwide markets has had an impact on so many, no matter to 
what the degree. Although this has had  a negative effect on many 
people, I hope that a  positive outcome may be a reassessment of 
how we live  and help us to live in a more socially and 
environmentally friendly way.  
 So how do we remain hopeful and optimistic in a world full of 
chaos? My answer to this is probably the same as how we deal with 
many other issues in our lives. Donõt sit around and dwell on the 
negative but focus on the positive. Let good and kindness into your 
life and in doing so spread this positive and uplifting energy to those 
around you. Acts of kindness, consideration and respect for others, 
human, animal, or pla nt will make a difference in our lives now and 
in the future.  

 Drawing on Dr. Jane Goodallõs words as a hopeful reminder in 

our lives: ά9ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΦ 
9ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦέ 

Best wishes for the year ahead 
 
Candice Segal 
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 Message  from the editor  

NEWSFLASH 
 On Sunday 18 January 2009, Candice Segal, Roots & Shoots National 

Coordinator, was invited to speak on Chai FM , a new radio station. The invitation came 

from good friend Grace Green who is involved with the Environmental and Animal slot 

on Sunday afternoon. The radio host, Anthony Fridjhon , asked question ranging from 

what the mission and goals of Roots & Shoots, the history of Roots & Shoots, current 

projects, how to get involved and what it was like meeting Dr. Jane Goodall. Hope fully 

by speaking on the radio it  was able to raise public awareness about the Roots & Shoots 

and may attract new volunteers or st art new groups.  

 
Candice standing in Chai  

FM studio at SABC  

../july/www.janegoodall.co.za
http://www.rootsandshoots.org.za,candice@rootsandshoots.org.za/
http://www.rootsandshoots.org.za,candice@rootsandshoots.org.za/
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ñThe other great thing 

was that other people 

that would never get this 

opportunity were able to 

go and see animalsò 

Roots & Shoots Soweto trip to Pilansberg National 

Park 
 

By Candice Segal 

 On the 13th and 14th of October 2008, twenty members of Roots & Shoots Soweto, 

accompanied by Denis Creighton, Bongani of KDR Travel and Sports, Sue Slotar and Candice 

Segal of the Jane Goodall Institute, visited the Big Five at the Pilansberg National Park in 

the North West province. The two day trip introduced current and new members of Roots & 

Shoots groups from Kliptown and Lehae to the fauna and flor a found in the unique 

environment of the Pilansberg National Park.  

 The group stayed at the comfortable Bosele Youth Camp, where we enjoyed 

delicious meals. However we did not spend much time at the camp and very soon after 

arriving we headed off for a gam e drive in the reserve. Provided with questionnaires 

encouraging people to learn more about the geology, ecology and species found in the game 

reserve, everyone was excited to spot the big five species: lion, leopard, elephant, buffalo 

and rhino. Although game viewing was sparse at times we saw many elephant, giraffe, buck, 

baboons and bird species. We even got to see Rhino and had a close encounter with the 

warthog kind.  

 In the evening after an enjoyable dinner, everyone convened at the education 

centre at the camp site. The evening õs activities were focused on group discussions on what 

Roots & Shoots means to our Soweto members. The first exercise was a quick questionnaire 

where each person answered straight forward questions about what they know about R oots 

& Shoots. Following this people were divided into groups and asked to read more in depth 

information on Roots & Shoots and come up with ideas on how they would incorporate these 

new ideas into their  groups and create projects rele vant to their communi ties.  

 Despite the late hour, everyone gave 100% to the evening workshop and presented 

great ideas for future projects. After only 2 -3 hours everyone agreed they had a greater 

understanding about Roots & Shoots than what they had known only a short time b efore.  

 We had two days packed with game drives, Roots & Shoots workshops, singing and 

dancing, learning about the animals and environment in Pilansberg. Of all those things the 

most memorable experience I will take from the trip is learning more about the  members 

from Kliptown and Lehae, and cementing the bonds between the two groups.  

Thank you to following for making the trip possible: Sue Slotar, executive director of The 

Jane Goodall Institute South Africa, Denis Crieghton and KDR Sports and Travel, Bongani of 

KDR, members of both KYP and Lehae, and Roots & Shoots South Africa.   

 
Here is a letter from Sipho Dladla, a member of KYP on his experiences:  
 
Dear Candice, 
 
I hope this e -mail  finds you well. I think we s aw giraffe,  kudu, lion and e lephant. One of 
the most int eresting things for me was that KYP members were able to meet with Lehae 
group. By spending more time with them it became easier for both groups to know 
understand each other.  
I personally thought it was great experience to see animals with my naked eyes and not 
just in books or on TV.  The other great thing was that other people that would never get 
this opportunity were able to go and see Animals without paying. When it was the last day 
to go home I felt like I could rewind the days.  
 
All of  us had a great time with the rest of the team.  
 
I hope t o hear from you soon 
 
Best Regard 

Sipho Dladla     

Group shot in front of map of game 

reserve  

Zebra & Giraffe  

Happy campers at Bosele bush camp   

Member presenting during R&S 

workshop  
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Khulekani signing up new members 

Roots & Shoots Re-launch at the University of KwaZulu -Natal  

By Silindile Mbuli  

ñWe aim to foster respect 

for our environment, our 

diverse cultures and 

animals in order to 

establish a cohesive 

global community.ò 

 Its 2009 and Roots & Shoots South Africa is expanding. We are 

proud to be starting operations in the University of KwaZulu -Natal and 

getting students as well as the Ethekwini community involved in our 

projects. Our vision is no different to that of other provinces. We aim to 

foster respect f or our environment, our diverse cultures and animals in 

order to establish a cohesive global community. We want to see change in 

the way in which we treat others and the world around us and this will 

only happen if we all work together to implement this po sitive change. 

Thereõs no better time to start acting than right now. We currently have 

43 members in our team this year dedicated to make a difference.  

 We have identified a number of issues around Durban from which 

our projects for this year will be cent red around. We are concerned 

about the high levels of HIV/AIDS infections and the increasing number of 

children left without love and care. Roots & Shoots will therefore be 

conducting visits to HIV/AIDS orphanages in Durban and surrounding 

townships. We aim to bring hope and affection to as many children as we 

can help.  

 Secondly we are concerned about the lack of assistance that high 

school pupils have with regard to their curriculum subjects, which 

ultimately hampers their opportunity to make it into to tertiary 

institutions. We plan to start a high school mentorship programme where 

members of Roots & Shoots will offer basic assistance in high school 

subjects such as Maths, Physics and English.  

 Thirdly Roots & Shoots welcomes all its members to take par t in 

our Ethekwini Environmental Awareness Campaign. We will be teaming up 

with the local Municipality to improve the condition of our environment.  

With teamwork and the right resources we aim to clean the surrounding 

townships and the Durban beach; and create awareness on keeping our 

environment clean. As university students we also feel that a lot of paper 

is wasted by students and offices alike. We want to install paper 

recycling bins around our campus and will be getting in touch with a 

paper making company with regard to this.  

 We welcome all our members and non-members to identify 

problems and concerns which are in keeping with the R&S vision and 

goals. We also welcome anybody to join the R&S team when we take field 

trips around Durban.  

  

Khulekani impressing new students 

Members of R&S at UKZN manning 

stand 
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Suggestions  - Green Steps at Home  
 

 We all have to tighten our belts, and by saving resources and  being more green within our 
homes, we can save money and take steps to protect our environment.  
Water wasted is literally money down the drain. Ensure that your taps are turned off properly and 
donõt drip. Replace washers. Limit the water pressure of your shower. A power shower can use 
more water than a full bath! Turn off the tap between wetting your toothbrush and rinsing. Put a 
water filled plastic bottle in your cistern to save flushing water. Run your dishwasher or washing 
machine when itõs full. 
 Electricity savings can be achieved by changing your light bulbs  to energy efficient bulbs. 
Turn off lights when leaving a room. Unplug all appliances when they arenõt being used. Walk 
around your house before going to bed and turn off all appliance plugs. Co nsider installing a solar 
water heater. Limit using your tumble dryer . 
 There are a growing number of environmentally -friendly household cleaning products, which 
are healthier for the environment as well as for you and your family. Bicarb onate of soda and 
vinegar are also excellent cleaning products.  Keep a mat at your door to avoid tracking additional 
dirt in , which requires more cleaning. Start recycling, and create home compost.  
 When shopping, be aware of the type and amount of packaging products come in - the less 
packaging the better. Select products in packaging can be recycled. Buy refills. Purchase locally 
produced and manufactured products. Buy only what you need.  
Download a Daily Green Checklist to assist you in going green at home.  
Take a step in the green direction  because going green works.  
www.greenworks.co.za  

 

By Grace Green 

Help from California  
 
 I would like to credit R oots & Shoots with making a global connection between 
two distant communities, one in California, an d one in Kliptown. Thanks for the efforts 
that you, Sue Slotar, and Denis Creighton made to take us to see and experience some of 
the Roots & Shoots gardens and community support work in Diepkloof Ext. , Kliptown, and 
Lehae.  We felt inspired on returning  home to think of at least one small thing we could do 
to help in those  communities.  
 Together with another family in California, by January of 2009, we had  raised 
enough donations to support one college scholarship student for  one year.  Together with 
the Kliptown Youth Program, a Kliptown  student, Daniel Senoge, has been awarded this 
one year scholarship for tuition, equipment, books, and transportation to attend a program 
at the Victory Training College.   There were enough additional funds to  help support a 
tutor in the after  school tutoring in the Kliptown  Youth Program for one more year.   
Thanks to R&S for inspiring such cross community efforts.   Maybe we can do it again next 
year.  
 On the right  is a photo of Candice Segal, our beloved editor, smiling abo ut  the 
township handshake the visitors are learning.   Also on the right is  a photo of  Thulani 
Madondo, president of the Kliptown Youth Program, explaining  to the Roots & Shoots 
visitors about the little green OLPC computers,  a donation from a sister commun ity in 

Massachusetts.  We felt inspired  to help too.   Thanks Roots & Shoots.  

By Johanna van de Woestijne 

http://www.greenworks.co.za/checklistpage.html
http://www.greenworks.co.za/
www.greenworks.co.za
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Mpumalanga Update  ð Future Projects  By Candice Segal 
  
 On the 27th and 28th of October Sue Slotar and myself  travelled to Nelspruit to spend one day  at 
the sanctuary and another scouting potential Roots & Shoots community projects in Mpumalanga. On our 
second day Sue, Phillip Cronje and I met up with new volunteer Winks Girwood to visit new projects in 
the Bushbuckridge region. The projects were initi ated and supported by Solly Themba, local organiser 
and chair person of Eco Plan Environmental Club.  
 The first project is a community food garden in a remote village called the Kildare B Trust 
community in the Bushbuckridge Municipality . It is hoped that  once a permanent water source is built the 
project can get underway and developed into a type of community village and trade area. The second 
project is an existing project called Eco  Plan, this is an after school drop in centre for children with no 
parents or stable guardians. Our earlier meeting with Mehdi Daval from JGI France has already initiated a 
project to donate school uniforms for the children. It is hoped that once the food garden project gets 
underway we can couple the two projects as they are in close proximity to each other.  

 

Group Update: Wits O -week 2009  

 There was excitement in the air as the members of the Roots & Shoots Wits 
committee set up their table for O -week 2009. The coming year promises to be full of eco -
action, with environmental campaigns planned for m embers on campus as well as in nearby 
rural communities and parklands. Roots &Shoots Wits is passionate about environmental 
awareness in Wits students, and the club is hoping for a whole lot of enthusiastic new 
members to help promote its cause.  
 O-week started off with great success as the relatively small society managed to 
sign up 25 new student members on the first day, who are studying subjects ranging from 
psychology to engineering. It was encouraging to see how many Wits students have a 
genuine concern for the environment and the world we live in. Tuesday was another busy 
day, although heavy rain ensured that Wednesday brought fewer new members to any 
societies. There was a continuous buzz around the table throughout the week as students 
stopped to see what Roots & Shoots is all about. Many took the opportunity to pledge their 
support for the environment on the Pledge Board, and were delighted to receive a free 
mini cactus upon joining the society. The week ended on a high note on Thursday as the 
final  Roots & Shoots members scrambled to sign up for their year of environmental 
activism.  
 The club is enthusiastic about the year ahead, with a welcome picnic, Earth Hour 
party, monthly environmental breakfasts, the popular Amazing Green Race campaign, 
community action, park clean -ups and tree-planting to look forward to ð as well as many 
more events still to be confirmed.  
Roots & Shoots Wits would like to thank all the new members who signed up and embraced 
a new reputation as òTree Huggersó! We hope we can work towards a greener campus and 
surrounds in 2009, and help people to be more aware of the beautiful world we live in.  

 

Left: Community members at 
future food garden site with 
volunteer Winks Girwood 

Right: Children and teacher from 
EcoPlan drop in centre 

By Lynne Owen-Smith 

Above & Below: Members of 
R&S Wits manning the stall at 
O-week 2009 
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Lifeõs a Ball comes to Soweto  

 KDR Sports and Adventure Trust and the Jane Goodall Institutesõ Roots & Shoots programmme 
has been interacting with youth groups in Kliptown and Lehae for some time and has cooperated in 
developing various programmes with t he emphasis on environmental concern, human development 
and animals .  Towards the end of 2008 they contacted Gert Potgieter of Altus Sports and after a 
number of meeting agreed to hold a workshop for young people in Soweto to introduce the concept 
of òLife is a Balló which is a character and morality building programme already being run in the 
Gauteng North by Altus sports.  It was also agreed to run the project through the Kliptown Youth 
Project which is a registered Not for Profit Organisation.  
 On the 2nd and 3rd December 2008 some 22 young people from the areas of Kliptown (Kliptown 
Youth Programme), Lehae and Diepkloof met at the Pimville community centre.  The two day 
workshop was run by Gert and his team.  
 The very enthusiastic young people were intr oduced to the concept of òdeveloping people 
through sportó in a holistic way.  Various techniques and specifics skills were taught in a fun way.  
Various sports were covered including: soccer, ne tball, cricket, athletics, and volleyball .  Given that 
sport does not take place in isolation from the other issues being faced in communities the concepts 
of wellness, HIV/Aids, drugs, sex etc were discussed.  Teamwork and character building are 
cornerstones of the programme.  
 The idea is that the trained youth wou ld then go out into their communities and run on going 
clinics in the schools, crèches and youth groups in their areas.  
The young people committed themselves to the concept and in the end of year holidays ran various 
fun programmes. 
 In the new year variou s schools are being contacted and arrangements being made to spread 
the concept. The focus will be on primary schools and even crèches and the trained youth will be 
deployed in the schools on a one or two times a week basis to coach the kids.  In addition to the 
school deployment, wherever possible community centres and sports fields will be used as well.  
Already plans are being put in place to a run mini/street soccer tournament in Soweto.  
 It is hoped that soon the trainees will be active on a full time  basis as òcommunity sports 
officersó spreading development through their new found skills.  Given the chronic state of 
unemployment especially amongst the youth of our country and especially in the townships we hope 
that the sports officers will be able t o receive an allowance on a monthly basis so as to survive.  
They will in any event be doing a valuable service in the communities.  
 Who knows what the fruits of the programme will be - springbok rugby players, Bafana Bafana 
or Banyana Banyana soccer players or just many kids reaching their own potential and having fun!  
For more information call:  
Denis Creighton. 
082 9000105 
denis@soweto.co.za 
Thulani Madonda (KYP) 
 0724711283 
thu_im@hotmail.com 
 

Right: the team from Lifeôs a Ball, Denis 

Creighton & attendees from Kliptown, Lehae & 

Diepkloof.  

By Denis Creighton 

mailto:denis@soweto.co.za
thu_im@hotmail.com
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By Candice Segal Action for Roots & Shoots at  the Joburg Zoo  

Bloomberg  Clean Up 
 On Wednesday the 12th and Tuesday the 18th of November staff members from 
Bloomberg News group in South Africa, Sue Slotar, executive, Candice Segal and Sue 
Pubrick volunteered to clean the moat surrounding the chimpanzee enclosure and the 
inside night rooms at the Johannesburg Zoo. The motivation for the big clean up came 
from Amanda Tillman a staff member from Bloomberg wanting to do something for 
animals.  
 After contacting the Jane Goodall Institute South Africa and partnering up with 
the Johannesburg Zoo it was decided it was high time the moat around the chimpanzee 
enclosure and the night rooms get a good scrub. Little did we know that at least five 
years of mud and algae had collected at the bottom of the moat and would need an 
army force to remove. Needless to say after two days hard work scrubbing, shoveling 
and sweeping, enduring rather unpleasant odours , the chimps now have a clean and 
clear water to d rink and much more hygienic jungle gyms to play within their night 
rooms. 
 Thank you to Mandy, the staff from Bloomberg, staff from Johannesburg Zoo 
and volunteers from the Jane Goodall institute South Africa for giving of their time to 
do some good for our closest relatives. I am looking forward to next yearõs clean up at 
Chimpanzee Eden in Nelspruit. 
 
King David Sandton 
 On Thursday the 20th of November 2008, forty grade 6 students from King David 
Sandton Primary visited the Johannesburg Zoo. The morning began with a talk by Sue to 
the children about the different chimpanzees the Jane Goodall Institute South Africa 
has rescued. The talk was followed by a visit by Head Primate curator, Althea 
Guinsberg and her two special guests a baby spider monkey and baby mona monkey 
that Althea is hand rearing. Althea spoke about the dangers of keeping primates as pets 
and their specialized needs being highly intelligent and active primate species.  
 Following a tea break the grade 6õs were given a talk by Candice Segal. Candice 
gave an interactive talk where everyone was able to give their opinions and suggestions 
of how they could make a difference by actively organising school projects based 
around the principles of the Roots & Shoots programme.  
 Finally when all the t alks were finished the group began their tour of the zoo, 
visiting the elephants, chimpanzees, honey badgers, polar bears and tigers, to name 
but a few. After a long day running round the zoo ecstatically, the tired students, 
teachers and guests all came to the same consensus: the visit was a great success and 
one that should be repeated more often.  

 
Zoo Holiday Programme  
 On the 9th and 11th of December 2008, Candice Segal, Roots & Shoots 
Coordinator, joined Imelda Matlala from the Joburg Zoo for the holi day programme 
offered for kids. The week long day camp had on average between 20 ð 30 participants 
ranging from 4 ð 13 years old. Each day the group got to do enrichment for different 
animals, see behind the scenes action, have talks from different organiz ations and do 
arts & crafts.  
 On the days I helped out we did enrichment for the chimpanzees and gorillas, 
help feed the seals and make bird feeders from pine cones. On the first day I attended 
I gave a talk on Roots & Shoots to the kids and was impressed by how much they knew 
about environmental issues, not to mention great school projects. Thanks to Imelda for 
inviting me to help out and for putting together a SUPER holiday camp for kids.  

 

Mandy, Sue and Candice tackling 

the dreaded moat 

Althea Guinsberg and her 

adopted infant primates 

Candice speaking to KD pupils 

Holiday participants enriching the 

chimp enclosure 


